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no deduction or credit shall be allowed (to
the person for whose benefit a qualified dis-
aster relief payment or qualified disaster
mitigation payment is made) for, or by rea-
son of, any expenditure to the extent of the
amount excluded under this section with re-
spect to such expenditure.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) Subsection (d) of section 139 of such
Code is amended by striking ‘‘a qualified dis-
aster relief payment’” and inserting ‘‘quali-
fied disaster relief payments and qualified
disaster mitigation payments’’.

(B) Subsection (e) of section 139 of such
Code is amended by striking ‘“‘and (f)”’ and
inserting ‘*, (f), and (g)”’.

(b) CERTAIN DISPOSITIONS OF PROPERTY
UNDER HAZARD MITIGATION PROGRAMS
TREATED AS INVOLUNTARY CONVERSIONS.—
Section 1033 of such Code (relating to invol-
untary conversions) is amended by redesig-
nating subsection (k) as subsection (1) and by
inserting after subsection (j) the following
new subsection:

“(K) SALES OR EXCHANGES UNDER CERTAIN
HAZARD MITIGATION PROGRAMS.—For pur-
poses of this subtitle, if property is sold or
otherwise transferred to the Federal Govern-
ment, a State or local government, or an In-
dian tribal government to implement hazard
mitigation under the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(as in effect on the date of the enactment of
this subsection) or the National Flood Insur-
ance Act (as in effect on such date), such sale
or transfer shall be treated as an involuntary
conversion to which this section applies.”.

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) QUALIFIED DISASTER MITIGATION PAY-
MENTS.—The amendments made by sub-
section (a) shall apply to amounts received
before, on, or after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

(2) DISPOSITIONS OF PROPERTY UNDER HAZ-
ARD MITIGATION PROGRAMS.—The amend-
ments made by subsection (b) shall apply to
sales or other dispositions before, on, or
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 13, 2005, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on ‘‘The Federal Home Loan
Bank System.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 13 at 11:30 a.m. in room SD-
366 to consider pending calendar busi-
ness.

Agenda Item 1: To consider the nomi-
nation of David Garman, to be Under
Secretary of Energy.

In addition, the Committee may turn
to any other measures that are ready
for consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet on
Wednesday, April 13, 2005 at 9:15 a.m. to
conduct a business meeting on the fol-
lowing agenda:

Nominations: Stephen Johnson, nom-
inated by the President to be the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA);
Luis Luna, nominated by the President
to be EPA’s Assistant Administrator
for Administration and Resource Man-
ager; John Paul Woodley, Jr., nomi-
nated by the President to be Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works;
Major General Don Riley, TUnited
States Army, nominated by the Presi-
dent to be a Member and President of
the Mississippi River Commission;
Brigadier General William T. Grisoli,
United States Army, nominated by the
President to be a Member of the Mis-
sissippi River Commission; D. Michael
Rappoport, nominated by the President
to be a Member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Morris K. Udall Foundation;
and Michael Butler, nominated by the
President to be a Member of the Board
of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall
Foundation.

Resolution: A resolution authorizing
alteration of the James L. King Fed-
eral Justice Building in Miami, Flor-
ida; and Committee resolution for the
Calumet Harbor and River, Illinois.

Legislation: Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2005.

The hearing will be held in SD-406.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session on Wednesday,
April 13, 2005, at 10 a.m., to hear testi-
mony on ‘‘The U.S.-Central America-
Dominican Republic Free Trade Agree-
ment.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 13, 2005, at
9:30 a.m. to hold a nomination hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions meet in executive session
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 13, 2005, at 10 a.m. in
SD-430.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, April 13, 2005 at
11:00 a.m. to hold a business meeting to
consider pending Committee business.

AGENDA

Legislation

S. 21, Homeland Security Grant En-
hancement Act of 2005; S. 335, a bill to
reauthorize the Congressional Award
Act; S. 494, Federal Employee Protec-
tion of Disclosures Act; and S. 501, a
bill to provide a site for the National
Women’s History Museum in the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Committee Reports

Report of the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations, titled:
“The Role of the Professional Firms in
the U.S. Tax Shelter Industry’’; and re-
port of the Permanent Subcommittee
on Investigations, titled: ‘‘Profiteering
in a Non-Profit Industry: Abusive Prac-
tices in Credit Counseling.”

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs will meet on
Wednesday, April 13, 2005, at 9:30 a.m.
in Room 485 of the Russell Senate Of-
fice Building to conduct an oversight
hearing on Indian Health.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Judiciary be authorized to
meet to conduct a hearing on Wednes-
day, April 13, 2005, at 9:30 a.m. on ‘‘Se-
curing Electronic Personal Data:
Striking a Balance Between Privacy
and Commercial and Governmental
Use.” The hearing will take place in
the Dirksen Senate Office Building
Room 226.

Witness List

Panel 1. Deborah Platt Majoras,
Chairman, Federal Trade Commission,
Washington, DC; Chris Swecker, As-
sistant Director for the Criminal Inves-
tigative Division, Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, Washington, DC; Larry D.
Johnson, Special Agent in Charge,
Criminal Investigative Division, U.S.
Secret Service; Washington, DC; and
William H. Sorrell, President, National
Association of Attorneys General,
Montpelier, VT.

Panel II: Douglas C. Curling, Presi-
dent, Chief Operating Officer and Di-
rector, ChoicePoint Inc., Alpharetta,
GA; Kurt P. Sanford, President & CEO,
U.S. Corporate & Federal Markets,
LexisNexis Group, Miamisburg, OH;
Jennifer T. Barrett, Chief Privacy Offi-
cer, Acxiom Corp., Little Rock, AR;
James X. Dempsey, Executive Director,
Center for Democracy & Technology,
Washington, DC; and Robert Douglas,
CEO, PrivacyToday.com, Steamboat
Springs, CO.
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THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 13, 2005, at 2:30 p.m. to
hold a closed hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION, CIVIL

RIGHTS AND PROPERTY RIGHTS

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on the Constitution, Civil
Rights and Property Rights be author-
ized to meet to conduct a hearing on
“Less Faith in Judicial Credit: Are
Federal and State Marriage Protection
Initiatives Vulnerable to Judicial Ac-
tivism?” for Wednesday, April 13, 2005
at 2 p.m. in SD-226.

Witness List: Mr. Lynn Wardle, Pro-
fessor of Law, Brigham Young Univer-
sity, J. Reuben Clark Law School,
Provo, UT; Mr. Gerard Bradley, Pro-
fessor of Law, University of Notre
Dame Law School, Notre Dame, IN.;
and Dr. Kathleen Moltz, Assistant Pro-
fessor, Wayne State University School
of Medicine, Detroit, MI.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Personnel be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on April 13, 2005, at 1:30 p.m., in
open session to receive testimony on
active and reserve military and civil-
ian personnel programs, in review of
the defense authorization request for
fiscal year 2006.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 13, 2005, at 10 a.m., in open ses-
sion to receive testimony on high risk
areas in the management of the De-
partment of Defense in review of the
defense authorization request for fiscal
year 2006.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE, TOURISM, AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Trade, Tourism, and
Economic Development be authorized
to meet on S. 714—Junk Fax Preven-
tion Act, on Wednesday, April 13, 2005,
at 2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Linda
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Jantzen, a Defense fellow in the office
of Senator MIKULSKI, be granted floor
privileges during the consideration of
H.R. 1268, the emergency supplemental
appropriations bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION AND
THE EMERGENCY SUPPLE-

MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am
very troubled that on this Defense sup-
plemental bill, designed to provide the
resources necessary for our soldiers in
the field to defend themselves and exe-
cute the policy of the United States of
America against a hostile force, we are
now moving into a prolonged and con-
tentious debate over one of the issues
that all of us must admit is critically
divisive and contentious and important
in our country; and that is, the immi-
gration question.

As we all know, the 9/11 Commission
made several recommendations involv-
ing security issues affecting this coun-
try, particularly in identification and
better control over those who would
come into our country, particularly
those trying to come in illegally. That
was debated in the intelligence bill.
Then an agreement was reached. The
House decided to put in that REAL ID
language, designed to be consistent
with the recommendations of the 9/11
Commission for security purposes—not
an immigration bill, security bill lan-
guage, their version of it. This Senate
has not put any such language in the
bill at this time.

I will say this. That is one thing. I, as
a prosecutor, and somebody who has
served on the Judiciary Committee—
and we have wrestled with this for
some time—have come to the very firm
conclusion that the Sensenbrenner lan-
guage is important for our security. We
need to do something like this. We
have waited too long, I believe. That is
my view.

But now on this floor I am advised we
are going to have the Mikulski immi-
gration bill offered, and then we are
going to have the Craig-Kennedy
AgJOBS bill, which is a bill breath-
taking in its scope, an absolute legisla-
tive approval of amnesty in an incred-
ible scope, and absolutely contrary to
the very generous but liberal position
President Bush has taken with regard
to immigration. That is going to be run
through on this Defense supplemental,
and we are going to have to vote on it.

The committees have not studied it.
We have not looked at all the alter-
natives that might be considered or
other legislation that I am interested
in, such as legislation that would em-
power our local law enforcement to be
better participants in this entire activ-
ity. All of that will be swept away, and
we will come through with a bill where
we give a million-plus people, who are
here in our country illegally—they
would be granted temporary resident
status, by proving that they worked at
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least 100 hours illegally. And then, if
they worked 2,060 hours during a period
of 6 years, they then are adjusted to
legal permanent residents, what most
people call green card holders, a status
that is a guaranteed track or pass to
citizenship, and they can bring their
families with them.

This bill will take 1 million people,
and it will put them on a guaranteed
track to citizenship, people who have
come here illegally.

Now, what about the people who have
followed these H-1B, H-2B visa pro-
grams who have worked here legally?
Can they get advantage of this track?
Do they get put on a process by which
they become citizens? No. It is only the
people who are here illegally.

This is a bad principle. It is a matter
of very serious import for law. I was a
Federal prosecutor for 15 years. It
hurts me to see the indifference by
which our Nation has handled our legal
system regarding immigration.

Should we allow more people to come
here under legitimate conditions? Ab-
solutely. I am for that, legally. I am
prepared to discuss that. But I am not
for a plan that guarantees amnesty for
people who have come here illegally
and not providing the benefits to those
who may be talented, maybe have the
skills we need right now, those who do
not have connections to criminal or
terrorist groups. We ought to be work-
ing on that angle of it.

I am a team player and I want to see
things done right, in this Senate. I
want to see our leadership succeed. I
want to see good policy executed. But
we are not going to take this issue
lightly. I suggest that it would be an
abdication of our responsibility as Sen-
ators if we allow this to be rammed
through, attached to a bill, without the
American people knowing what we are
doing. They need to know this. It is
going to take some time for them to
learn what is being considered here.
Senators need to learn what is in this
bill. They don’t know yet.

This AgJOBS bill had 60-something
cosponsors last year. Now I understand
it is down to 45. Why? People are read-
ing this thing. It is bad law, bad policy.
You tell me—this will be the second
time we have passed an amnesty bill, if
AgJOBS were to become law. Passing
another amnesty bill would do nothing
more than send the signal to those
around the world who would like to
come to the United States that the
best way to become a citizen is to come
in illegally and hang on; they will
never do anything to you, and eventu-
ally there will be another amnesty out
there? That is why we are concerned
about it.

Yes, there are hardship cases. Yes, we
want to be fair to everybody. We want
to be more than fair. We want to be
generous. But we have to be careful if
we have any respect for law. Some-
times people think in this body—
maybe they have never had to deal
with it as I have—that laws don’t have
much import. They do. They are impor-
tant. They make statements. A society
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